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TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY 1 

Public Safety Committee 2 

Town Offices Main Conference Room 3 

Wednesday, May 20, 2015 * Draft Meeting Minutes 4 

 5 
Attending the meeting:  Committee members Gary Baker, Dean George, Don Keeler, Fire Chief David Shaw 6 

and Police Chief Thomas Hanley.  Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay. 7 

 8 

Call to Order. Chair Gary Baker called the meeting to order at 11:00 a.m. 9 

 10 
Approval of Agenda.  Dean George moved that the Committee approve the Agenda as presented.  Don Keeler 11 

seconded the motion, which was approved by the Committee. 12 

 13 

Meeting Minutes of December 5, 2014.  Don Keeler moved that the Committee approve its meeting minutes 14 

of December 5, 2014 as presented.  Tom Hanley seconded the motion, which was approved by the Committee. 15 

 16 

Draft Conducted Electrical Weapons Policy.  Police Chief Thomas Hanley reviewed the draft Conducted 17 

Electrical Weapons (CEWs), commonly referred to by their product name, TASER, and provided an overview 18 

of his recommendation for equipping Middlebury Officers with CEWs.  The proposed policy was tailored for 19 

Middlebury based on the policy developed by the Law Enforcement Advisory Board, on which he was a voting 20 

member, Tom said.  The policy was developed and endorsed by representatives of the police community, the 21 

attorney general, the defender general, the VT ACLU, and attorneys and representatives from the disability 22 

community, after a number of hearings on the proposed policy were held in areas around the state, Tom noted. 23 

 24 

In response to inquiries from Committee members, Tom noted that each time a CEW is deployed (even if it’s 25 

just removed from the holster), the officer involved must fill out a form reporting the incident and file it with 26 

the Police Academy.  Tom also noted that the CEWs are self-calibrating, self-testing and provide downloadable 27 

data on the use of the weapon.   28 

 29 

Dean George suggested that the Chief develop a statement of need for the use of CEWs for the Selectboard. 30 

 31 

Dean George moved that the Committee approve and endorse the adoption of the proposed CEW Policy to the 32 

Selectboard.  Don Keeler seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously by the Committee. 33 

 34 

Update on Siting the Driver Feedback Sign.  Police Chief Tom Hanley reported on the siting of the driver 35 

feedback sign.  The initial plan for the device, which was funded by the Governor’s Highway Safety Council, 36 

was to locate it on the north entrance to Town on North Pleasant Street (Route 7).  Unfortunately, that location 37 

did not work, Hanley said: factors include lack of adequate sunlight through the tree canopy to power the solar 38 

battery from May to October and the location of many underground utilities in desirable locations for the radar 39 

device.  40 

 41 

Tom is now completing the paperwork and speed study required to site the driver feedback sign on Route 125, 42 

near the Sarah Partridge Community House, facing the westbound direction.  Over the years, the Town has 43 

received complaints about vehicle speeds in this area, Tom noted. 44 

 45 

Dean George moved that the Committee support and recommend the location on East Main Street for 46 

placement of the driver feedback sign to the Selectboard.  Don Keeler seconded the motion, which was 47 

approved unanimously by the Committee. 48 

 49 



 

2 

 

Discussion of Rental Housing Management.  Police Chief Tom Hanley updated the Committee on his 50 

meeting and follow-up with rental housing property managers, including the Addison County Community 51 

Trust (ACCT).  Dean George noted that a property owner in the Weybridge Street/Shannon Street area recently 52 

asked for the Town’s help in addressing disruptive behavior in the neighborhood.  Tom Hanley said that he 53 

would meet with residents over the summer to discuss techniques and strategies for addressing neighborhood 54 

concerns. 55 

 56 

Review of Additional Locations for Flags for Pedestrian Crossings.  The Committee discussed requests for 57 

additional flag-assisted pedestrian crossings at the Congregational Church crossing, Court Square, the 58 

Municipal Building and South Street and endorsed these locations pending the availability of existing 59 

infrastructure (i.e. sign posts or light posts) to hold the flag containers.  Gary Baker noted that the supply of 60 

flags at the Post Office has dwindled.  David Shaw noted that it’s dark in the downtown in the evening and 61 

suggested that the shields for the streetlights be raised to increase illumination, where possible. 62 

 63 
Discussion of Potential Candidates for Appointment to the Committee.  Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay 64 

noted that Committee Member Kathy Wheatley has indicated that she would like to leave the Committee.  A 65 

representative of Middlebury College was suggested as a possible replacement. 66 

 67 

Adjourn.  At 5 p.m., Dean George moved that the Committee adjourn.  David Shaw seconded the motion, 68 

which was approved unanimously by the Committee. 69 

 70 

Respectfully Submitted, 71 

 72 

Kathleen Swinington Ramsay 73 

Town Manager 74 


